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A LETT ER. out of the Country, 
; FROM THE : TY 
AUTHOR to the PRI 


\ my laſt receſs from London, 1 have wholly devoted my 
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, {elf ro Contemplarion; which is asnaturat to'a' Country 

# life, 'as Flattety:tothe Court, Debauchery-to the Town, 
Cozening to the City, and;Fawning tothe: Clergy. '' Now of 
this Contemplacion I: have: ſpent ſome-part in che Evenings, 
about obſerying the Mortion:and Progreſs of this ſo-much-ralke- 
of COMET, and.in chis encloſed have ſent-you the Reſult of my 
Thoughts concerning ir, together wich #:Meteorological Com- 
pendium-of all the moſt remarkable'BLazine-STARS, that 
haye been ar any.cime conſpicuous fromthe Nativity of Chrift, 


| to this-very day: as alſo-the Events and'Misformnes both to 


Kings-and Kingdoms, tharhave attended each of thoſe Meteors. 


'This-preſent Comer ( it's.erueJ is ofa menacing Aſpect, but if 


the New Parliament (for whoſe Convention ſo nay gopd men 

ray/). continue long to fit, I fear notibutthe STAR Will loſe 
its. virulence and malignancy, or-at leaſt its'portent be'averted 
fromthis our Nation; which being the humble requeſt ro God 
of all good men, makes nde thus entitle it, - A Peticioning-Comet. 
Now as for you, my old Friend, I nnaſt- confels the late Noiſe 
abroad'ot-your being g Papiſt, or/ar leaſt Popiſhly affeFed, made 


- me ar-firſt heſitate whether I mighe with ſafery entruſt any more 


Papers wich you, or proceed-in our-old Acquaintance as for- 
merly ; .buc when upoti mature deliberation I tecolleted all 
your former Letters and Diſcourſes, as well asexamined what 
ſeveral eminent Pieces agaiuſt Popery you have | ramp; even 
ſuch as would be a damning Sin in the very Pope himlelt to 
diſpenſe with, after this I ſoon ſatisfy'd my Reaſon with the 
ablurdicy of the Report; and from that time, examined every 
one ot your Adverlaries Intelligences, with as great expectation 
to find that the Emperor of Turky was turn'd a Chriſtian, and 


che Pop: a Proteſtant, 
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force and vertue of the Sun, into the higheſt Region of the Air, is there 
inflamed, partly by the Efement of Fire on which it bordereth, and partly 
by the motion of the Heavens which hurleth it about 3 Tb as there is the 
ſame matter of an Earthquake, Wind, Lightaing, and a Comet : if it be 
impriſon'd in the bowels of the Earth, it caufeth at: Earthquake 3 if it 
aſcend to the middle Regiob of the Air, aud from thence repell'd, it pro- 
duceth Find; if it enters that Region, and be there environed' with a 
thick Cloud, it ſends org.ag. 5\ but if it paſſes that Region, it then 
becomes a Coxret, or ſome other fiery Meteor, in caſe the matter be not 
ſufficiently capable thereof. - ee : : b 
Now of theſe [gwita rrixta, fome continue a longer, and ſome a ſhorter 
time ſeven days 1s the' leaſt, but ſome-have been viſible ſhe months toge- 
ther ; all- which happeneth according to the ſcarcity or plenty of the 


- matter whereof it confiſteth. ſn a Comet there are two things. remarka- 


Prowns 
Vuig Err. 
1.6.c 14. 


> ——— #... 


ble ; the coloxr, and the faſhion, -. | | | 

As for their colours, they are uſually but of three ſorts: -1. If the matter 
be thin, then the coſour 15 white: 2. If reaſonably thick, then the colour 
is ruddy, reſembling Fire : and 3. If very thick, then their colour is like 
the burning of Brimſtone, or of a blue appearance. Yet nevertheleſs they 
are not always ſo exactly of theſe three colours, without any different 
tinQure, but.as near them as the diſpoſing of their matter will admit; ſo 
that inſtead.of white, we ſometimes haye them of a yellowiſh colour ; and 


- A 


inſtead of a blue, of a watchet or greeniſh.colour; and the like. -  - 


o 


In the next.place, as for their ſhapes or forms, (if we'ſtand upon a cu+ 
rious examination of them ) they may be Futer norm 4g re- 
ſolves them jnto two, -all their other ſhapes; being dependant on theſe two: 
For firſt, either they ſeem round, with: gs rm. thery, which cometh 
to paſs when the Matter is.thin on the edges,and: thick every whereelſe ; 
or ſecondly, they ſeem as it. were with a Beard or Tai), which 
when it is but meanly.thick- towards: ſome one {fide or otber, and rather 
long than round. But ſome would have theſe two faſhions, to'be. three, 
becauſe the Tail hangs downward ſometimes, as well as fide-long 5 and fo 
there is by this means Tre[/2 crinita, Stella candate, and Ste barbata : 
concerning which, I am not ſolicitous. - Peg A tg wer 

Now concerning the Prognoſtications of ſuch Meteors, many and vari- 
ous are-the opinions of all Meteorologiſtsz whether Comets or Blazing- 
Stars be generally of ſuch terrible effe&s, as elder-times have conceiv'd 
them, .is ( faith Dr. Brown ) very uncertain : for fince it'is found that 
many from whence theſe predictions are drawn, have been above. the 
Moon, why may they not: be qualified from their Poſitions and Aſpects 
which they hold with Stars of favourable natures ?-'or: why, fince. they 
may be conceived to ariſe from. the Fffbrvinms of other Stars, may they 
not retain the benignity of their Origuals? or ſince; the natures:of the 
fixed Stars are Aſtrologically differenced by the Planets, and areeſteem'd 
Martial or Jovial,:according to the colour, whereby they anſwer theſe 
Planets 3 . why although the red Comets do carry /the portenfions of Mars, 
thould not the brightly white be of the influence of Japzter or Venas, an- 
{werably unto Cor Scorpii and Ar&urgg, is not abſurd to doubt. There- 
fore {ome arc of opinion, that this ſuperfiitious dread of Comets may poſli- 


bly 
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bly proceod from ſome. terrour ftruck into mens thoughts;by reaſon of 
ther tare atid; unexpeted appearance, rather- than from: _ — 
ground of knowledge of the reaſon of the thing it ſelf 5, ;as If all bat the 
hiſtory of them, were only uncertain conjeftures. For (ay they} although 

it may be true, that after ſuch Comets have appear'd, ſtrange things have 
bappen'd, yer is there no more connexion. of cauſality berweeii the Co- 

met, and the deaths of Great men, or Aftetations'of Government and 
Religion, 'than { as the ingenious. Six Thomas More inflances ) that the 

building of Terterdex Steeple was (as the old Sage would have it) the 

cauſe of Grodwir Sends ;, becauſe the one appeard preſently upon the 
building of the other. And that the Almighty (hey fg) bath given theſe 

Signs in the Celeſtial or Aerial Regions, not only te affrighten ſich mor- 

tals as pretend not but tobe ignorant what they are; nor only-to exerciſe 
thecuriofity of others, who affe&.an enquiry imo ſuch things 3 but alſo to 

puzzle ( it may be) and diſcover the vanity of thoſe, who would be 

th ignorant of nothing, be-it never ſo much above them; and who 
chooſe: rather to.adventure the after-cenſare of Folly, then quit the Ambi- 

tio and vain-glory of being: thoughe Prophets, if the event chance to 
-anſiver their prediction, by interpreting the portent of thote things which 
fore-fgoific. (itmay be) bothing, or atbeſt they know not what ; For - 
(ay-they) no certain knawledge, or fearce.a-ſatisfactory probability, ap- 
pearing, of what « thing is,,. who ſhall /pretend; co know what it (ignifies; 
"when no-one would: think, but phat: hould (in reaſon) be known before, if 

not more eefily than this. « | Et! 
-:- AY woly y=uF NG Ke o_ up Aon Rn _—_— of - 0 _ 
5 In his { ve agaixſt the poiſon of ſuppoſed Prophecies, **-© MW 
ſhewerh: that as Comets do not always fore-run ſuch - ſo y_ m4 
do ſuch. Events always follaw.;upon the appearing of Comets : (ome in- | 
ſtances he prxoduceth.of Gomets,, which brought. with them ſach abun- 
dacice of allthings, «s ſtories \have recorded-it for Monuments and Mira- 
cles. £o- poſtetity2. And the like, (gith he, could I lay of others, Ar. Dow. 
I995;:3 556,: 1557, 3.558.::after. all which years nothing happen'd that 
ſhoutd drive:a man'to ſeek -ovitany cauſe above'the common reach : and 
therefore: i allow' the diligence of Gemma Frifizs, taking notice. of as 
manyigood, as bad effetts, which have ſucceeded after Comets. Morcover 
he rells us, that Pecuer-a great Mathemarician of Germazy, prognolticated 
fupon the laſt Comet' before: the writing of his Defenſative, that mens Bo- 
dies ſhould be burnt up with-heat, .Bur' how fell it out? we had nor 
(ſaith he ) a more unkind'\Summer for many 'years, in reſpet of extraor- 
dinary Cold ; nor was there any inclination co War, or.any Prince de- 
ceaz'd at that time 3 but on:the. contrary, the Plague which had raged 
before in Lowberdy, as God would bave it, ceaſed at the:rifing of that 
Comet. _ Queen Zlizbeth ( 1558.) being then at-Richmoed, and being 
difſwaded from looking ona Comet which:did then appear; made anſwer, 
Jae eft ales, 'the Dice are thrown; thereby imtumatnig, that the pre- 
order'd providenceof Gad,. was above the influence of any. Star or Co- 
met. Neithier (faith he) do-I temember thatany Comet appear'd before 
her death, as at her entrance there did; nor before the deceaſe of Prince 
' Henry, nor of Henry the Great of France, all three 'famous — 
: ATE” 


| C4] / 
Charlemagne profeſs'd, that he fear'd not the' ſign of a Blazing-Star;'but the 
great and potent Creator thereof; and ſo much fear corifilts both with 


: Chriſtianity, and prudence: 


*Oudis vornms, Igrs © randy oiter. 
Alſo Manilixs - "Ba ” Dd 
Nunquan futilibus excanduit ignibus ether. 


That Comets of themſelves are miſchievous, I diſown z yethow:knows 
any man but- that they” may be ſet there as' menaces'of the Almighty's 
Anger? The common opinion hath been, that New Stars,-Comets, and 
the like, either as ſigns or cauſes, -or-both, *have always prognofticated 
ſome dreadful misfortune'to the World, as/outragious' Winds, extraordi- 
nary Drought, Dearth, Peſtilence, Wars, ideath of -Princes, 5c. - Accord- 
ingly. we find the wiſe-men ofthe Eaft prophecying, that our: Saviour 
( at whoſe Birth a new Star' appear d ) ſhould bring deltruction upon-the 
Kingdom of the Jews , his' Native Country. But thatiwhich above. all 
others does moſt influence me, is' the experience of former Ages, wherein 
*twas rarely obſerv'd: that any terrible Comet appear/d, without an effe& 
altogether as terrible. There is no general Rule withput an Exception 3 
and: as we muſt not define Luxury to!be'x-Vertue in a'.Prince, 'Þecauſe 
ſome few extravagant'/Princes- have livedand-died bappily beyond- ex- 
peQation 3 ſo neither muſt: we-efteerti'a Camet the-lefs ominous,: becauſe 
one-in.a hundred. has proved*a'Blefling 'to the people, although fatal 
to Nero. OED 130d SIGH 3:67 

"There are matiy Authors who have:wrote concerning Comets, ſome 


in particular Treatiſes'upon that ſubje&,- and'ſome only.by.:the-by. :. as. 


Joſephus, Manilins, Xiphiline; Fling, Seneca, Suctonins, Hiuſebias,; Nicepho- 
rus, Pontanus, Amerbachiar, Niphus, Apiarus, Fimcrins, Mylichins, Ca- 


-rion, CufrinianusSueſſanus, Teucerns,"Camerarins, Aretins, Gartens, Grimi- 
-neus,' Fretorius,'Daſypodins; Latomins,' Celichins, Irenzus, Leifins, Nage- 
lins,”Keckermanms; 'Puteanus, Lycoſthenes, de prodigiis ab 'orbe condits, and 


An. Ch. 
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others z. out of whom, but more-eſpeciallyibut of -Z1/Fedzus. his Chrono- . 


logy,.I have perfeRed this following Breviary of al:the Comets that have 


occurr'd from Chriſt's time, to this very day.” As for:thoſe that happen'd 


before Chriſt, Hiſtory mentions not above ten. or eleven, and therein they 
vary: however the moſt eminent of them were that.' which happen'd 
A. M. 3519. before the Peloponneſiar War ; and thoſe which preceded 
Julins Ceſar's death, whereof Virgl ſpeaks: | / i þia 
© \ Nor alias celo ceciderunt plura ſereno 
Falgura, nec diri toties arſere-Comete. YT 
A Comet was ſeen, at!which time Quiztilins Varus was ſlain by the Ger- 


' 2axs, under the condud of Arminins. | 


I6. 
56. 


57- 


The death of Auguſtus Ceſer was foretold by ſeveral blondy Comets. 
Being. the year that Claudins died, not only a Comet was ſeen, but alſo 


-it-rained Bloud 21 as if one had: portended'the death'of Claudins,:and the 


other the. Reign of his wicked ſucceſſor. Nero who murder'd his Wife, 
his Mother, and:his Schoolmaſter Sexeca,.befides the many other-robberies 
and-exorbitances he committed. | 1:55! 

- © Was ſeena Comer and 3. Suns, to uſher in the bloudy Reign of Nero. 
TS | Appear'd 


AC. LS]: 

62, Appear'd anc*ther Comet that laſted 6 months, which predi 
tragical end of Nero, and ſo proved fatal tothe Prives ns ny 
rable to the people. . | | 

66. A Comet allo raged for 6 months together, - which was ſucceeded by a 
terrible Earthquake, wherewith Laodicea, Hjerapolis, and:the Inhabitants 
of Coloſſis in _Natolie ſaffer'd much. bo WE - 

68, A Cometlike a flaming Sword was ſeen hanging over the City. of Te- 
6g; Thſelem, ;in 7udea, and elfewhere, which portended- the deſiruftion of 
that holy City. | LY | 
73-.- Appear'd a Comet, which is call'd\ Acortia, from the reſemblance it 

hath ofa Dart. SID / = 

77- Wasſcen that Comet, which Titae the Emperor deſcrib'd in Verſe. 

73, A Comet was beheld abour Cyprys and other places, where ſoon after 
many Cities were ſhaken. with a dreadful Earthquake. 


79 Terrible Winds, Earthquakes, and Plague, raging at Rome, ſucceeded 


a Comet ; which Comet being ſhew'd to Veſþaſtaz, he jeſtingly ſaid, This 


buſhy Star belongs not to me, but the Parthian King, Ipſe exim comatus ef, 
ego vero caluys ſum: however Veſþsfian ſoon after died, notwithſtanding 
his Quibble. = Fe! 

181* Was ſeen a Comet, which reſembling a Beard, - was call'd Pogozias. 
At this time the Temple of Peace being burnt, many Wars and Troubles 
followed at 'Rome, which was imputed to the wicked Life of lommodys. 

'190, A Comet bodedthe burning of the Capitol, as alſo War and Peſtilence. 

195. In the time of Severus a Comet was ſeen, of which, it was the opinion 

© at Pome, that it portended ſome great Evil. 

323. ' Divers Comets preceeded the peſtilent Herefie of Aris. | 

— A Comet foreran that almoſt univerfal Earthquake, when the Sea, 
tranſgreſſing its bounds, devoured many Cities and people. W 

333. Appeard a Cometlike Zxcifer, which from its reſemblance of a Sword 
was named X7phias, and beſides many other Miſchiefs, portended the Invas 
fion of Eugenizs. | | | 

339. - The lame Laciferan Comet was likewiſe ſcen. 

408. Under Arcadinsa Comet was ſeen, which ſignified his death. _ 

410, . A Comet appear'd like a Sword, which, portended many Evi's. About 

this time Xome was beſieg'd by Alaricus King of the Goths; beſides ſundry 
calamities that happen'd as well in the Eaſt as Weſt ; for then was there 


ſo great a ſlaughter of men, that no Age can parallel from the beginning 


of the World: All Exrope ſaffer'd, together with great part of Aſa and 
Africa ; War, Famine, Drought, and Peſtilence infeſted the whole Unt- 
verſe: there was alſo at this time ſo great an Eclipſe of the Sun, that the 
Stars appear'd»-ar Noon-day. | | "ft | 
418.. Under Honorirs another Comet appear'd, which was ſucceeded by an 
Iofurre&ion throughout all Spazz: and 1taly. i 
443, A Comet was ſeen, and Bloud flowed at Tholowſe. £91. 
443, A Comet ſhining for many days together, there happen'd a terrible 
Earthquake ; alſo Attyla, having after a long Siege taken Aquileia, gave 
terrour to Vincentia, Verona, Millane, Pavie, Baſil, Argentina, Vormatia, 
. . Cologne, and other Cities upon the Rhire, till at length he was overthrown 
1n a great Battel in the Campaign F es h A 
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Fa [6] 
py 'A Comet and other 'Prodigies' happen'd, after which a Plague de. 
ſtroy'd many. : £ tt . 

519, A bearded Comet appear d, which portended an Earthquake, wherein 
marry Cities and Men periſh'd. OOO T7 OUS"! 100 - 

533. Another Comert:blazed under 7uſti##a7,; which was'ſiceceeded not only 
by an Earthquake that laſted for ten'days,. but alfo-by'a'Sedition at Cor- 
fantineple, and Plague at Antioch, and-ortieriplaces... : . 

50. AComet appear'd' in the: form of a:Llanee; ſoon after which:Rowe was 
taken by Totila, and Franconia and Turingia waſted by-the Fhins. 

539- A'Comet gavewarning'of theoverttirow'of the Terſians by Mauritius. 

594+ A dreadful Comet appear'd, which was attended with'many: Evils : as 
for- inſtance, Drought; ſcarcity of Corn; the Zombards War in Ttzly, and. 
vaſt {warms of Locuſftsall thereabounts. | | 

602. A moſt prodigious Comet: was ſeen}. befides:many-other ſtrayge things, 

which were the forerunners of the Emperor Manritiavr his:flaughter, the 
future Idolatry of Mahomert, arid-Fyranny-ofthe- Biſhop of Rowe; when 
Bonifuce the II. (notwithſtandirig: the Patriarch of CoriFantinople): com- 
wtanded of Phocgs, that rhe Church of Rome (hould-be calfd'and:efteem'd 
the Head of all other Churches. | | 

620. ' A Comet appear'd; at whichtime Cofroer King'of Ferfiz ſackt Jermſa- 

les, and in the year 622. MahomeS began; There were likewiſe ſeen 
ſeveral other Prodigies, as well ashorrul:Noiſes -heardiof Thundring, &c. 

633- A Comet was ſeen in ſhape of a Spear; about which: time the Sara- 
 cens rendred themſelves Maſtersof Daweſcar, Jeruſalem, and alli Syria. 

674+ Another great Comet foreran Drought, Peſtilence; ad Famine. 

675- A Comet laſted for 3 whole monrhs, when foon after the Saracens vio- 

676. lently infeſted the Rowan Empire, coming with a great Navy into Sjcit. 

Bellarmine \n his Chronology places this Comet in the'year 678, and furs 
ther adds, that it did not rainone dropmthe 3 following years, © 

684. A Comet foretold the following Plague; Thummders, Famine, and Inun» 

dations. TY: TORT 5 Yi 5 

729. Two Comets were ſeen 3 and 1n the (arte year many parts of the Warld 
were infeted with a Plague, eſpecially Conftantixople, wherein 300600 
menJoſt their Lives 3 arid (von after Lnitprandas King of the Lombards 

befieges. Rome; alſo the Saracens ſayling out of Africa into Spain, pol- 
ſeſt themſelves of part of that Province. - | 

745- A Cometappear'd in Syria, and many fickly Diſtempers followed. 


761. Two Comets were ſeen, the one in the Eaſt, the other inthe Weſt, 


after which the Tarks invaded Armenia. 

763. Another Comet was ſucceeded firſt by a great Cold, and afterwards 
| by aBlaſt; alſo the Turks increaſe in power. ., 

314, Before the death of Charles the Great appear'd a moſt remarkable 'and 
dreadful Comet, whereat the Emperor being ſtruck with terror, (fearin 
leſt it threatned either the loſs of his Kingdom or of his Life ) conſulte 
with Fgizardes the Philoſopher about ir; who being unwilling to in- 
creaſe the Emperot's Melancholy, referr'd himto that comfortable'place in 
the Prophet, A fitris Coli nolite timere. Wherevipon the good Emperor 
replied, We ought tor to fear any thing but thet God who is the' Creator both 
of Men and Stars ; nevertheleſs are' we bound to praiſe his Clemency, who, 


when 
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when we offexd, admoniſhes us by ſuch Signs. Others attribute th; 
to /udovicys the T. —_ Kira {4s Great. ine palipge 
018. , Was a,Comet ſeen; as alſo another in the year 830. about which time 
ſome of the Heads of the Clergy, in malice to the Em peror Ludovicys, for 
his reproving, their inſolent behaviour, excited his own Sons to conſpire 
againlt him,, to take-their-Father and, impriſon him. A 
840. .,, Three Comets appear;dhefore the Difſention and War between 7 uds- 
841. vicas Figs his.Sons, that;arple abour, the divifion of the Kingdam, Then 
842.it was al{ethat;the Saracens. march'd; out of. Africk. into Ttaly, and (ackt 
Rome, in theirreturn from whence they were drowned. 
868. . A Camet-preceeded:a terrible Earthquake. 
.876 A' Comet. was {ucceeded. by a.dreadful Plague and Famine. 
332 A Comet was ſeen before the burning of 7riers, 
922 A,Caomet hghted, the Emperar - Arxolphas to his Grave. Soon after 
 . whieh; the Fans and Saracens made their Incurſion into. Ttaly, 

-,905. A Camet appear 'd.betore the Fiungariens entred and laid waſte Germa- 
' "a. Ale aboytthe lametime, Berengarizz, Emperor of [taly, deprived 
LC udomcas King of Lombardy of bis Sight. 

966. Another Comet, after which followed a prodigious quantity of Hail. 

.,942 More Comets portended the Hungarians Invaſion of Italy, as alſo the 
/_ great Inundation. of Waters, which happen'd chiefly in; Saxony; both 

which things happen'd ſoon after. 

942" Comets prediged the enſuing War, Famine, and, Mortality of all kinds 

_ of living Creatures. Ns BY ry | 

945 . In 7talya Comet of a wonderful bigneſs was ſeen, which was attended 
with: Plague, Famine, and extraordinary Floods of Water. 

964, A Comet and other-prodigies were ſeen, portending that Famine 


. . which ſoon after followed. + ©... 2 
984 Was a Comet that preſaged a Famine, Peſtilence, and Earthquake. 

Ic Comets and other wonderful things appear'd, before Otho the 11]. ſub- 
ducd. the growing Greatneſs of the Parriciz, and ſubſtituted ſeven Ele- 
Qors in theix ſtead. dx: 32.4 54 

Io0s A Comet andother things ſupernatural, portended that great Plague 
and Fainine, which raged. (0 violently in England for 3 years together, 

that the living were bardly ſufficient to. bury the dead, many Towns be- 
ing thereby exhanſted of Man, Woman, and Child, 

-TO17. - A Comet gave warning of the enſuing Wax and Plague in Polonia. 

1031 | A Comet preadvertiſed of a Plague, Famine, and great Inundations of 
Water. | | | 

1033 A Comet gave light to the Sedition im zaly. 

1043 The War in Hungary ſucceeded a Comet. 

1058 Thedeath of the King of Polazd, and Famine 1n the ſame Countrey, 

| were prefignifi'd by a Comet. , ; 

1066 . For a conſiderable ſpace together Comets were viſible all the World 
over ; at which time Iilliaw the Norwas firſt attack'd this Kingdom, 
which afterwards he canquer'd. | Alſo in this ſame year, Pape Gregory 
the VII. or Hldebrend, excammunicated- Hexry the IV. and ſubſticuted | 
Rodolphas in his place. | f 


06 7 A Comet foreboded a great Drought, Peſtilence,.and Famine. 
; Another 
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1068 Another fiery Comet appear'd, with reference to the Evils mention'd 
in the two former years. | 


1071 Another 4ih, Comet was ſeen, and all relating to the Evils before-re- 


cited, but more eſpecially to various Seditions 'which about this time oc- 


curr'd: As the trampling on the Emperor's Majeſty by Pope Hildebrand, 


which he had continued to 'do from the year 1060. till this preſent time 
1071. The Rebellion of the Saxors - Ceſar made. a Petitioner to the Pope : 
Rodolphas elected in oppoſition to Herry, but afterwards ſlain And laſt 
of all, the inſolent Pope him(elf reduced 'toigreat Extremities by Herry 
the IV. | | |; 74 - 
Io95 Inevery one of theſe years a ſeveral Comet was ſeen ; and about this 
x096 time 1t was, that Conradys and Fienry the V. confederated together againſt 
1097 his Father Fexry the IV. Then iollowed the Holy War, which proved 
1099 very fatal to all Chriſtendom. Hiltories likewiſe tells us of many other 
1101 Calamities that happen'd at that time z as Famine, andalmoſt an univerſal 
1106 Plague throughout the World ; as !1kewiſe that unhappy War which the 
110g Tope waged 1n Germany, wherein arming the Saxons againſt Fenrythe V. 


ITIO in five ſeveral Battels much bloud was ſpilt, and many gallant Princes 


1112 loſt their Lives: nor would his 'Holmmeſs be pacifi'd, until the Emperor 
aboliſh'd the Edi& of his Grandfather Ferry the IT. wherein it was eſta- 
bliſh'd, that no one ſhould be acknowledg'd for Pope, until-the Emperor 
had firit ratified his EleGion, | | 


1132 - A Comet appear'd, and ſ@0n after the Swedes and the Danes. revolted 


from the Emperor Lotharins, by whom they were afterwards reduced, 
1145 Another Comet was. feen', ant then a” War broke out. between the 
Saxons, Vandals,and Polanders ; Afothe Nobles in Haſſia rebell'd.. 
._ There appeard a very great Comet, and in the year following the 
1?TE 7artars breaking into Poland and Sileſia, Kd a'great number.of men, and 
cut off one Ear fram every tman-they-tkkw, thereby to keep an account 
how many were ſlain. BALD, SRLS AION T0 Toe 
1223 © A Comet blazed in. France, at which'time the Pope'being at variance 
with the Emperor Frederick II. the faQtion of the G3belines took part with 
the Emperor, and the faction of the Gzelphs with the Pope. . | 444 
1240 A Comet aroſe, and'in the year following the Tarters with a vaſt Army 
made an incurſion into Poland, where deſtroying all things with Fire and 
Sword, they afterwards paſting through Moraviz into Hungary, made ha- 
vock there for three years. At this time alſo there happen'd in Burgundy 
a moſt terrible Earthquake , which removed two Mountains, and over- 
whelmed divers men. Pens | 
1254 A Comet was the forerunner of dreadful High winds: 

264 There appear'd a Comet with a vaſt Jong Tail, and preſently after King 
Charles with an Army out of France, began his Expedition againſt S;czly, 
where having overcome their King Manfredus, he took poſlefiion of the 
Kingdom of Naples. Two years after this, the Saracens marched into Spazy, 

| Where they won and loſt ſeveral great Battels, with much ſlaughter on 
either fide. In Hetrnrie allo great -Tumults aroſe 3 and in the third year 
after the appearing of the Comet,” Banducer King of the Babylowians and 


Aſſyrians, with a great Army invaded Armenja, reduced Antioch, and + 


gave a great diſcoinfiture to the Chriſtians. 
| In 


— 
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1298... 1716ach of theſe. years Comets. appeat'd, which: anrjongſt other miſeri 
rie 
"fox Gorecald the affliions. which-the Chriſtiansſhould receive from the re 
2304 #10. Fachily, which: bagan from Oſwen, or. Ottormes, itt the year of Chriſt 
1305: Fag7-:a& alſe a Peſlilence which: had almoſt! infedted: ®Qe wid World, in 
1307 the year I3053» EDINA f Þ-3lawel 
£312; co :Was ſeen a:Goiner, and (©: allo invthe- other fone Genncedia -years. Now 
13 t3it' was thet Herr i Lietzeclbu rgins was poilby:dby a Monk : likewiſe.a Con- 
1314 tention or Civil War rot at this- time ariſe wry chaoſing Emperour, 
1315 which produced great: Tronkles: inGeraniry forthe fpace of cight years; 
- | :ayal@the greateſt Peſtilence amongſt; both Menand: Cartel that ever was 
-14:known,: degaberoith ſcarcity.of Corncs n- 14 ++ 1 
1337 {{;D\xo:Qomefs were themtgbe {cet Joon after. began;the contention 
- batween Gludbvices: Beverss jand Pope Gleweat _ 6eh.! The Locuſts allo 
' 7 Wenecthifi very pernicions:!: pinoevnh. [2714 a Jo 4m 
1540. z:1Appearid @\Garet in the Heavens, vkithamns filllled by « ViBory that 
--the -Zxg/;fp:okrained over. theiFrench;:ot whom ter thouGnd' were lain 
— -Fhere: was at thei(ame tune: APlague aging in Elorence, which deſtroy'd 
fifteen thouſand” - CY ihe 
1347 | There was «hother Cariot, and bom abbr; a: general Peſtitenge : and { bþ 
1n the years 1251. and 1353- in both which years there appears Comets 
[| withithe kkefdicess. :- "ICI FOOT 9733 26W AM #8 i} t>x8& id 19m: 5 PF. A —_T 
186aw! Jobs Wirkli fe-Reformatiott was infraduged/by;aGomet, g3masd _ 
1375-77 Emo Gomass portendeditherprivate diſcoptenth of the Princes of Froce, 
1380 as well as: \Rertholdrus: the (Gerwer / Matyviz:his invention ot Gung.in the 
12 1gfednod38e cliu} [mi orotodwns yi & bas! 152ge 
2382.5 lia : Cometiwvas ſeen yr which. me;ſepner aiſppeard, "but. a cruel 
_ Plague began. 
29996 [ Another Gomez Waorilible, and atraded withunheard-of and Ncura- 
blexdiſeſes.ne959 35 apirraystt 507 15146 5] . F; 
1394 A Comet appear d, whichaho faloger.ol Fey, s Dart, andeficem 
+; // theworfeobalhbtherss theeKelider T 388chory, who then begar 
::4< PIR SagTe rune Gere oars 44. JK 20 5 0 Y 
2400 In'every one © _ J£905-4/ 81 Lnitret .appeattd;:a ai gre 
1401/iniafortancs ginſied the — newdifaaſey Riversdricd up,and;gy- : * 
1402 Plagues. Atthe ſame time Tamerlane, or Tamyri) King of the Sethiay X cat 
1403 Parehiart, withcannfuotkfble: Ar ycinyadert all, be; calhog ' id 
the wrath of God, aud deſolation of the1BbHth: No w allo'in was oh; IHae Z: elf 
Capraiivotchis:Meſte,dabghd ſucceſobully.agoinlt Hg hnwnd th |; Ea 
x +NVas bg leld egceat Comet after folnahithergagagreat ſear toity of C 
for ſix years reſperher: __ 
1434-4 Thetowras haComty anch ar-Beliple- of; the:Sun, ' hich wands! 
- 2111:5tout'd::byiſeverad> op pai (O47 wy MH 05290 bys oY 4 
1439 A Comet precede »WYention 0 Btineings which? Was 
us if rhe 6a7 followings yam 9 w nds ee I worls eee: liſcover; " 
Pan oches Combe ani, bevreche French King @vOp on-ZHelueeg, - at this 
time Vladiſlans K. of Hungary was ſlain by Amnrath; aloe Sctiition broke 
+41 durkn: :Andintheycarzi;5þ!the Trrkredre "y 
ople; 
"1456 nA arr A atdnded bj aJgfreat 'Wind) aritd Ea Jake : this 
> Tinkalſo —— and Enbe's 


<iek A 


A.C. i, £40] 

1457 A Comet which they call'& Njzraw; did varioully T affe&, the minds gf 
men 2 the death of  Alphorſur King of Arragos follow'd it; which em- 
broil'd Zmilia, Sabina, Lampania, and all the Kingdom of Naple rim: a Jong 
and grievous War: a Plague follow'dnot fotlg aftes z alls the Turk made 
himſelf Maſter of Peloponneſus. 

1460  A'Comet preceded thole;great Vittories of Mibowes he IL-ho in the 
_ - our Lord 1451. eeduced we! Empires and: yy Kingevess to 
his ſubjection. - + Ku 0ojKLY 4 

I471 A Comer feerdld eas vie of ſevehad Princos, | boarbont doide: ; 

1472 Two Comets appear'd, which' were ſucceeded by ſeveral Wars: and in 
the year following by ani exceſſive urmatural' Hearty and violene Plague: 
at this rime' Charles Duke: bf Zurgnndy made War apor bis: Neighbours, 
which War laſted many-years; arid 'was, ended by hiv:death;! Ufanks Caf 
Janus King of Parthia and Armenia, ther! Yought, with Mahomes;: which 

War ſwept away abundance of men: -al(o Stephinne the Palitinate of 
Moldavia, gave'Mahbowtt a-great defcar at rhe” Dinmbinsi' The Gt;mers 
<alld this Crame a Peacocks Tail, andimoſt though it poreendetd tle Bur- 


gundian War. 
1475 A Cott was conſpiruons before. "Curl, of Bog ſeizd upon 
ores. . | 

147379 A Comet blazed, which was the Girenjawer ob ſo hor 4 Scaſori, hari it 
burnt up not only Corn, but Trees; alſo:many great Rivers dried: up; and 
a great Plague followed. At the ſame'time Chavfeq of mtr pt was {lain 
by the Helvetiany: and in this yearmany great 

, 1491 _ A Comet appear'd, and a very mars ns time follow'd both for Mein 
ors Beaſts : alſo the Tirks poliefied themielves of pes 'of Dalmatia and 
CIaV0RT4- 

1500 A Comet was ſeen before the Tay devaſtationof Poland; Muſcory, 
and Zithuenie : a little after the tenſes = began. Thete-was allo 
at this time a ra Famine and yarr 

I506 AComet anon, 1 the death of P 7 Phiphigot Open alſo tlie Wars 
of the Emperor Maxizilian's Sons with +9"; req 3:befides 
various Inundations, Winds, and (carciry of 

1516 Lather (whointhe _—_ 1517: wrote aginſ Induigences) hisRefor- 
mation ſucceeded a Comet. 

. 523 A Comer appear , and the Sumer following was fll of Storms, Earth- 
quakes, and great falls of Water, + + 

1527 A terrible Comet was ſeen with a long bloudy Tall, at which time the 

Tu. 2 ya Huzgery, and much hurt 'was done by the great ſwarms of 


o5ag how Comets appear'd this year, when ſoon alter the Turk befieg'd 
Vienna and became Maſter of many Cities in Fangery: alſo the Sweating- 
ſickneſs clrftroy'd'many thouſands in Englend. 
1x20 Was anc)ther Comet; then were many Towns: and Villages Over- 
530 chelm'd with Water both in Holland and Zealand: 4s the Thber over- 
flow'd Rowe- 


1530 A Comet | 
Eat and Welt: for the Tark broke into Hungary and Auitria. King Chri- 


Ptianxs with a great Fleet ſailed into Denwark, to-recover his Kingdoms: E-: 


The 


ded no-Jeſs then a great Qrugheet-of men both in the 
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A.C: The Helvetian War began upon the ſcore of Religion: wheicia there 4 ; gs 
nent Bartels, inf the felt of which Zwinglins was _ y cin there were" two emi 
A terrible Comet was feen;'at which time the Tarks makins an irruption 3 i” 
5529 gary, wererepelPd by the Chriftians, | y | $9 On 
15322 A Comer call'd Xiphias ( from its reſemblauce of a Sword) was confpic . 
733 which followed Earthquakes in Germany, alterations in ook v7 of En Hor 
and z'cdateſt beeween Charles the V. and the French, ab ut the Dukedom of Millsin, : 
1538 'A' Comet was [cen of a gery colour, upon which follow'd ati Epidemical Sickneſs in 
many: places; An , | 
1529 | Atiother Comet waSviſible, and in the year following cnſiied fo hot a Summes 
o_ it buryt up many Woods, and dried up many Rivers 5 Fountains. ; TY » that 
154x A great Plague, and the Coriquelt of Buds by the Turks, was fignify'd by a Comet : 
alſo Charles the V. his unlucky Voyage into Africa, wherein maiiy of his Ships and 
Men were loſt by Storm. . | | | 
1542 ' After a Comet followed great ſwarms off miſchievous Locuſts: likewiſe the wnfor- 
- tuniate Expedition of the Chriſtians againſt the Turks, wherein great part of their 
—_ periſhed by Sickneſs : alſo the Grape was this year ſo ſowr, that no Wine could 
rank: Ge£47 0 | kts 
1545 A Comet preceded'the Gallick Perſecution, © | 
1556 ' Another Comet appear'd, in which year many learned and pious men deceaſed: in 
' many parts of Gerinany the Reform'd Church' at this tinie lbour'd under great 
diflicaltics. Eg 4 R þ BR I 
1359 A Gomet lighted Charles the V. into his retirement, when be relign'd his Empire; 
alſo in the'year 166. began the War ini the Low-Countries, upon the atcount of the 
$paxiſh Inquiſition. '* | * 
1572. AnewStar was ſeen in Coffpris's Sign, which was by moſt eſteem'd a Comet in 
1577 which year the. Parifien Nuptials were celebrated with Bloud, inſtead of Wine. : 
1539s In every one of theſe years were Comets ſeen, although the three laſt were by ſome 
:602 eminent men cſtcem'd only new Stars: they portended: the various mutations in 
9s Holland, Hwingary, Bobemis, and Germany. : DR 2, Vo IN ['S | 

And beſides all theſe, the Blazirg-Star betore the late Civil Wars, as well as thoſe ewo 
dreadful Comets before the laſt Plague, and Fire of London, miay ( confidering the preſent ill 
fate of this unhappy Nation, and ſinful People) give us jiſt occafion to fear at leaſt mo bet= 
teran Event, after this ſo mich a worſe Comet, than has ever yet appear'd unleſs Provi- 
dence grants that happy Union of Proteftant;, arid Exclwfion of Pepifts, which all good nien; 
that are not ſo themſelves, mult ever wiſh and-pray for. | | | | 

Having thus given you an account of theſe Comets, their Hiftory; Nature, Caufes; arid 
Effects, according to the moſt commonly teceiv'd Opinions 3. fo let me now conclude this 
diſcourſe with ſome ſmall tranſitory Remarques upen this preſerit Comet, which ( by all the 
xclations I have met with ) is far the molt large and terrible that ever yet was ſeen; Aﬀer 
it had hewn it ſelf in other parts, it began co appear to us. here in England, on Friday 
December the 16th. about balf an hour paſt four in the Afternoon, being of a pale dusky 
colour, with a prodigious Stream, at leaſt 35. degrees in levgth: and the Afrologers ſay its 
fl ſgaification cannot be goods becaule it is purely Satiernine. Now fot the more diffictile and 

uncertain part, alchough I ſkall leave that eo thoſe: who dare undertake it; yet concerning 
the other more cafic one, I conld not forbcar making ſome ſmall obſervation, and colleGing. 
ſome conje&ure (among the croud of others, for all arc no better) from it. 

At this Comets firſt appearing to' the view of us near Buckingham, there was feen an un- 
uſual and prodigious Riream of Light; ariſing out of, or from behind a Cloud at the Horizon, 
South-Weſt, and darting upwatd into the Galaxie ( or Milkic way ) towatds Coffiopeie, 
Notth-Eaft > vilible, in a clcar Sky, as ſoon as the retteating light of the Sari would ſuffer 
it to be ſo; and moving Northward on the Horizon; till about S. of the clock it diſappear'd. 
It then ſeem'd broadeſt at the Horizon; growing ſharper upwards by degrees, like a Pyramid 
or Sword revers'd: This firſt ſhape of it, though it cauſed ſome doubt in tne, yet could not 
wholly forbid me co think it to proceed from one of thoſe Comets called Blazing-Sterz, con- 
cluding tlic Scar it ſelf co be fugk below our Horizon, either together with, or prefently _ 

- thi 
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the great Luminary. Oa the Wedneſday after this firſt appearance, was the farſt time I could 

perceive the Star at the bottom of the Light, about five degrees above our Horizon, which 

though not very viſible, was yet enough to ſhew that I were not miſtaken. But now the 
ſhape ſeem'd aiter'd, the Stream ſharpeli ar the Comet, and broader upwards, (to the won- 
der of thoſe who apprehended not the reaſon of it) till at the end of the Tail it yet conti- 

nued to appear ſomewhat narrower than in the middle. 

After this, the circular motion of the Comet being ſlower than that oſ the Sun, it appear'd 
higher and higher every Night above the Horizon, declining ill more and. more Northward 
in its (-tting 3 inſo much that the laſt time I have yet feen it, (which was the 4th. of this 
inſtant January) when its firſt appearance after Sun-ſetting was-(as I could gueſs without an 
Inſtrument) above tifcy degrees above the Horizon, and its ſetting almoſt Northward. 

In every obſervation I perceiv'd the Tail or Blaze of light to alter its pointing from the 


\ Star, turning every night from the North-Eaſi (as the hand of a Watch) more Eaſtward; 


and ſtill the higher the Star appcar'd, the Tail turning a farther compaſs, till at this time, 
from pointing North-Eaſi (as it always did) at its firlt appearing in the Evening, before its 
ſetting the Blaze turns ſo much as to pojnt almvſt South, This to ſome ſeem'd ſirange, arid 
to me enough to make me, conſidering the turning to be conſtant, and gueſſing (as well as 
L could without a Globe) at the place of the Sun under our Horizon, eaſily to fancy (and I 
thought truly) the Blaze to proceed in a dire Line from the Sun, by the Body of the Comer, 
and (o to turn its pointing agreeably to the Suns motion, in a dire& Line from it. Now this 
obſervation, whether exactly true or not, yet appear'd to me ſo very, near the Truth, as to 
embolden me to have ſome thoughts, firſt to publiſh it (at leaſt in diſcourſe) for others exa- 
mination, who might have better skill and means to do it; and then to improve it inte this 
further conjeture at the Nature and Cauſe of ſuch Comets, (if it proves > true, as I preſume 
it is ) at leaſt of this preſent Corner, (the firſt I ever took ſo much notice of )) for the ſalving 
of theſe Phenomens aforeſaid”: Namely, that whercſoever the place of it is, and whatſeever 
the Matter whereof it is compoſed, it ſeems to be ſuch as is like a Globe of Glaſs, or ſit may 
be) of concrete Water, apt to reflcQ a gliſtering ſhine to all that behold it in a requiſite Po. 
ſition, if not every way : And withall, by its Tranſparcncy to traaimit ina dire& Line, and 
in a Blaze om it, thoſe Beams which it receives from ſuch a Luminary as the Sun is. So that 
the Body of the Comet, by a berrowed light from the Sun, ſomewhat-rcſembles other Stars : 
but the Tail, or Blaze, may be not a flame from any burning, (for why then fhould it turn 
fo conſtantly as the Sun directs it ? ) but only from the Comets being of a pellucid ſubſtance, 
( which other Stars are not ) and fo tranſmitting thoſe Beams, which ſhine upon the one 
fide, in ſuch a Blaze, on the oppoſite ſide. This may alſo afford a Reaſon why the Star ap- 
pearing higher towards our Zenith, the Blaze appears ſhorter to us, than it did when lower, 
and nearer to the Sun. | 

And further, moſt conje&ures of its ſignificancy, as well as moſt of the Terrour from the 
thing it ſelf, (for I blame not thoſe who eficem it as Gods Sign) proceeding from the appre- 
henſions of its dreadful burning, in ſo much as ſome ſeem to have been in care for the whole 
Machine of the Univerſe, from ſuch vali Conflagrations: I leave it to men to confider ra- 
tionally, how both theſe may be abated and allay'd by this opinion, if receiv'd as the moſi 
probable. In confirmation whereot, I ſeem'd to- my ſelf to want nothing, but the obſerva- 
tion of others, or my own, of more Comets, or of this if it ſhould continue to appear to us 
ſo long, as to have the Sun-beams fall on the reverſe of it, that ſo I'might perceive whether 
= Blaze be always darted in ſuch a dire& Line from the great Light of the World, wherc- 
oever it be. i 1k | 
- But this conjeQture ſeeming at firſt new, and ſingular, to my ſelf, and likely to ſerm (o to 
others alſo, I could not perſwade my (clf to think of giving it vent, ſays only ir (ome private 
talk; till by its importunity on my thoughts, it put me on ſearching into thoſe few Books 
I have, that write ofſauch things : And then I was at laſt ſurprized with ſome ſatisfaRion to 
hnd, that the famous Carden had the fame fancy; and that neither did the as famous 


| Ful, Scaliger (though ſo much diſpoſed to quarrel with kim) diflent from him in this ſub- 


tiltyz as whoever thinks it worth the while, may: find in Scaliger's 79, Exereit. de ſubtil. ad 
Hieron, Carden. where Cordan alfo to my further ſatisfaction ſupply*'d me wich that, which 
I have ſaid before I wanted, for the encouragement of. this conjecture: Averſs ſemper 4 (ole 
cauda if, FINIS, 


